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. ?*hile previously, the members
of BGLs were elected in secret blllotingt¢¢ha.1955 elections are held

_ 86¥ nust be considered as open
voting. The new electoral procedure has been, designed to increase
the influence of® #he S and FDGB. Indusitigs ®nterprises and
adninistrative agencigeswith fewer than 300 enployees will use the
0ld electoral procedure while the new .y.hm?g- opdn voting will be
applied in enterprises having sore than 300 enmployees. 4docording to
the new pProcedurs, special "Arboitngruppen", thgﬁatrangth of which
varies from 8 to 40 nea, notiinate in non-secret procedures the
delegates (%ahlmasnner), who will later elect the members of the
shop trade-union nt. This election must be carried out by
1 larch 1955. Since delegates have been picked in advance by the
SED and have been influenced accordingly, no worker over dares oppose
the proposals made by them for the election of specific delegates.
The individual "Ardeitsgruppen” are doninated by reliabdle SED men.
The new electoral pProcedure introduced for najor industrial enterprises
and administrative agencies will have the Tesult of making the BGLs of
these enterprises consist exclusively of SED men.

2. The "Arbeitssruppen” will elect delegates on the basis of the following
figures: .

Enterprises with 3 work force of up to 8 elect 1 delegate
" " " LU ] 12 " 2 dolegates
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The new system of eleetin; the members of BGLs through delegates
nominated by the "Arbeitsgruppen" will exclude any worker who

might feel inelined 8o protest against the increase of work norme

and the exploitation of labor. All opposition against the ED and

the ©uG3 will henceforth cease in major industrial enterprises and
admiaistrative agencies of the SED. The new glectoral procedure

was introduced because the Sii leaderShip was well aware of the

3reat discontent prevailing among the East Coerman population.

This discontent was further nourished by the new regulation concer.ing
the receiving of parcels from ‘est Jermany. The sorkers are disgusted,
depreased,and in a mood of despeir.

Sinultaneously with the elestions for the 3GLs, elections cre
peing held for the Conferemses of Hesirk Delegntes. In this case
algo, the uesbere of tlese sonferences will be elected by delegutes
(“shlmaenner) who have been nominated in non-secret procedure by
the "Arveits;ruvpen”. (ne representative is elected for these
Confegances of JDistrict Delagates for every 100 workers of a givem
enterprise. Unly reliable 5ED men will be elected.
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1. Between 3 January and 1 March 1955, elections were held in all GDR
industrial enterprises and administrative agencies for the
nomination of Betriebs-Gewerkschafts-Leitungen (shop trade—union
manggements) (BGL) and for the Bezirks-Delegiepten-Konferenz
(conference of Bezirk delegates) (BDK). While previously, the members
of BGLs were qlggted in osepeh WRlloting, the 1955 elections are held

in a way which Surrebd purposes must be considered as open
voting. The neg e has been designed to increase
the influence #P Q- ' . Industrial enterpfises and

administrative agencies with fewer than 300 employees will use the
0ld electoral procedure while the new system of open voting will be
applied in enterprises having more than 300 employees. According to
the new procedure, special "Arbeitsgruppen", the strength of which
varies from 8 to 40 men, nominate in non-secret procedures the
delegates (Wahlmaenner) whoiwill later elect the members of the

shop trade-union management. This election must be carried out by

1 March 1955. Since delegates have been picked in advance by the

SED and have been influenced accordingly, no worker ever dares oppose
the proposals made by them for the election of specific delegates.

The individual "Arbeitagruppen" are dominated by reliable SED men.

The new electoral procedure introduced for major industrial enterprises =
and administrative agencies will have the result of making the BGLs of
these enterprises consist exclusively of SED men.

2. The "Arbeitsgruppen" will elect delegates on the basis of the following
figures:
\
Enterprises with & werk for@® @ yp to 8 elect 1 delegate
" " " ® nw32 " 2 delegates
"
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The new system of electing the members of BGLs through delegates
nominated by the "Arbeitsgruppen' will exclude any worker who
might feel inclined to protest against the increase of work norms

and the exploitation of labor. All opposition against the SED and

the FDGB will henceforth cease in major r& pO8 and
administrative agencies of the SED. The We

was introduced because the SED leadership wam aman of e

great discontent prevailing among the East German population.

This discontent was further nourished by the new regulation concerning

the receiving of parcels from West Germany. The workers are disgusted,
depressed,and in a mood of despair.

Simultaneously with the elections for the*BGLs, elections are
being held for the Conferences of Bezirk Delegates. In this case,
also, the members of these conferences will be elected by delegates
(Wahlmaenner) who have been nominated in non-secret-procedure by
the "Arbeitsgruppen". One representative is elected for these
Conferences of District Delegates for every 100 workers of a given
enterprise. Only reliable SED men will be elected.

o presen repog,mr{t indic n that the
S is tighte troll he O u :

SECRET ¢
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